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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over MacCuish 
(SPIE, 1/29/1996, v. 2656, pp. 104-115), Tachibana et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,219,053), 
hereinafter Tachibana, and Osga (US Patent 5,757,358). 

In regards to claims 1, 2, 5, and 6, Applicant has disclosed the layout mechanism of 
MacCuish as being an electronic database search engine with an electronic memory device 
suitable for storing and releasing elements from the database, a display unit, a user interface for 
the selection and control of elements on the display unit, and iconic interface control means 
where icons are at mutual distances from one another depending on degrees of dissimilarity. 
MacCuish's method and device display some icons on the display unit at initial utilization. 

MacCuish fails to teach the use of the control means to select a position on the display 
unit that upon selection displays or removes an icon related to a database element where its 
degree of dissimilarity to other icons corresponds with the distances between the icons. 
MacCuish also fails to teach the mutual positioning of icons on the display in concurrence with 
the dissimilarity of the elements from the database in order to optimize the usable display area 
on the display unit. 

Tachibana et al do teach the use of the control means to select a position on the display 
unit that upon selection displays or removes an icon related to a database element where its 
degree of dissimilarity to other icons corresponds with the distances between the icons. 
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(Column 2, Lines 42-52) and the mutual positioning of icons on the display in concurrence with 
the dissimilarity of the elements from the database in order to optimize the usable display area 
on the display unit (Column 1, Lines 1-5). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of MacCuish and Tachibana et al to obtain an electronic 
database search engine with iconic display wherein correlated icons are separated at distances 
based on their dissimilarity and are spaced as to optimize the usable display area on the display 
unit. 

One would be motivated to make such a combination for the advantage of easily viewing 
the correlations between objects based on their display position. 

However, although MacCuish and Tachibana teach the display or removal of an icon 
related to a database element upon the selection of that icon's position, the references fail to 
explicitly teach the display or removal of an icon related to a database element upon the 
selection of an arbitrary position on the display. 

Osga teaches a method and apparatus for the selection of computer-displayed objects 
similar to that of MacCuish and Tachibana. Furthermore, Osga teaches the selection and 
manipulation of an object on the display based on the selection of an arbitrary position by the 
user, based on the distance of a cursor to an object, as shown at col. 4, lines 40-53. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teachings of MacCuish, Tachibana, and Osga before him at the time the invention was made to 
modify the iconic display of a database search engine of MacCuish and Tachibana to include 
the arbitrary position selection of Osga, in order to obtain an iconic display capable of selecting 
on screen elements through arbitrary position selection. 
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One would be motivated to make such a combination for the advantage of reducing 
cursor travel distance to a selectable object, therefore optimizing the selection of an icon by a 
user. See Osga, col. 2, lines 43-53. 

In regards to claims 3 and 7, Tachibana et al disclose a means for placing an icon in the 
center of the display unit, while the remaining displayed icons are grouped around the centered 
icon (Column 16, Lines 62-67 and Column 17, Lines 1-4). 

In regards to claims 4 and 8, Tachibana et al teach the addition of characteristics 
involved in determining an element's degree of dissimilarity (Column 16, Lines 5-9) and 
adjustable assessment of the dissimilarities of elements (Column 17, Lines 42-46). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-8 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Michael Roswell whose telephone number is (571) 272-4055. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 6:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (571) 272-4048. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Michael Roswell 
9/27/2005 




y JOHN CABECA 

SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINEE- 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 21 00 



